
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Walnut Bend Elementary School 
 

SDMC Meeting Minutes 

November 7, 2019 

 
The meeting began at 3:35 pm.  Those present are listed on the sign-in sheet. 

 

The committee reviewed the School Improvement Plan updates and the SMART Goals.  The staff and committee both 

support these initiatives. 

 

Mrs. Dahlquist updated the committee on the budget.  We initially were short over 150 students from our projection, and 

were designated as a hub to take in overflow from other schools.  We have not made projection yet, but students are still 

enrolling.  Class sizes will be closely monitored to keep waivers to a minimum with the caveat that we meet our 

projection numbers so we do not lose funding.  

 

Mrs. Dahlquist presented information on the SPARK Park dedication.  Suggestions include student leaders as greeters, 

student writings about the park and what it means to them, reception on the new basketball court, choir performance, and 

giant scissors for the ribbon cutting.  

 

Walnut Bend is the recipient of an Arts Connect Grant again this year.  Schedule of performances was shared.  

 

Parent representatives shared concerns with Mrs. Dahlquist about teacher communication.  Teachers shared some of their 

methods for classroom communication.  Various methods are used, but many feel that the G.O. Book is a great method.  

Mr. Lopez made a motion that we adopt the G.O. Book for communication school wide, with grade appropriate 

modifications. Ms. Alcebo seconded.  Motion unanimously passed. This will be adopted when funding is available. 

Everyone was in agreement that REMIND is a good method of instant communication with parents.  

 

Discussion was held about recess and movement.  As a general rule, teachers have outside recess every day unless 

circumstances make that impossible.  Scheduling changes, weather, etc. can play a part in cancelling recess outdoors, but 

most of the time that is substituted with an indoor recess break.  Teachers use Go Noodle or other methods of brain breaks 

throughout the day.  Mr. Lopez moved that we eliminate whole class punishment for losing entire recess or having silent 

lunch for the entire period.  Ms. Bernardi seconded.  Motion unanimously passed.  The committee agreed that recess 

should be held indoors if the Heat Index is above 100 degrees or the Wind Chill Index is below 40 degrees.  

 

PTO information shared information about membership and activities. Poinsettias are for sale and Spring Fling will be 

held if enough help can be obtained. 

 

Safety Update: Fire drills need to be tightened up.  Ensure that emergency bags are current and with the kids at all times.  

Gate will be installed in SPARK Park so kids do not have to go in the street to get to the campus.  Kids need additional 

reminders not to open doors.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 5:32 pm.   


